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Worship Workers 
September 

Liturgist: Barb Lynn 

Ushers: Garry & Diane Stroll 

Greeters: Gracie Myers & Jann Dittmer  

Elevette: Bonny Bowker 

Acolyte:  

Fellowship: Jann Dittmer & Gracie Myers 

Youth Bell Ringer:  

UMW News 
UMW: September 13, 7:00 pm 

          Program: TBA 

           Hostess: TBA 

Coburn Circle:  September 19, 7:00pm 

       Hostess: Martha Howard 

        Program: Yvonda Westfall  

M ISSION STATEMENT: “TO LOVE, CARE, AND SHARE THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS US.”  

 

   330-947-2367 

atwaterUMC6380@gmail.com      

  www.atwaterumchurch.com 

 6380 Waterloo Rd. 

Atwater, Ohio 44201   

Rev. Ruth Roth  

 Rally Day 
Join Us on Sunday, September 10 as we kick off our fall ministry activities! 

Worship is at 9:25 AM       We will Let Our Light Shine!   

Starting Sept. 10  we will offer Children’s Church for kid’s Age 3—5th grade during the 
worship service.  Children will begin the morning in worship, following the children’s message they will be dis-
missed for a special kid friendly message.  This will happen weekly, except on the 5th Sunday of a month, when 

the kids will be in worship.   

 Sunday School for all ages begins at 10:30   

Youth Group Kick Off 
3rd Annual Zany Olympics Youth Group Kick-off will be Sunday, 
September 17, 6-8 PM.  We will meet at the Atwater UMC.  All 
youth grades 6 – 12 are encouraged to participate.  Friends are 
welcome to attend.  Be sure to wear old clothes, some activities may 

be wet or mess or BOTH!   

A parent’s meeting will be held at the same time in the church office.   



From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Friends,  

I have thought and prayed long and hard about what to write this month.  There are so many serious situations going on 
in this world and in our country. It all comes down to HATE.  I am saddened to hear the hate that is 

being spread around our world and indeed within the United States.  

As Christians we are called followers of Jesus – Christians, as such this means we believe, follow 
and live the teachings of Jesus.  HIS IS A MESSAGE OF LOVE – NOT ONE OF HATE.  Hate has no 
place in Christianity.   None – Nada – NO Way and no how.  Don’t just take my word for it – 

look at what the Bible says.   

Whoever says he is the light and hates his brother is still in darkness. 1 John 2:9 

But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness and does not know where he is going, be-

cause the darkness has blinded his eyes.  1 John 2:11 

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him 1 John 

3:15 

If anyone says, “I love God, and hates his brother, is a liar; for he who does not love his brother, who he has seen can-

not love God whom he has not sewn.  1 John 4:20  

 

Each of us must strive to eliminate the hate we have in our hearts, to love as we have been loved by God.   

Each of us must strive to speak words of love that are backed up by our actions.   

Each of us must challenge ourselves to take a stand against the evil, racism, discrimination and violence in whatever 

ways we encounter them.   

Each of us must stop justifying those who speak hate-filled words.   

Each of us must pray.  Pray for God’s love found in Jesus to become more evident in the words and actions of those 
who profess to be Christians.  I am reminded of the hymn – “Let There Be peace on Earth,” which says òand let it 

begin with me.ó 

Let it begin with me – an end to hate, an end to racism, an end to violence, an end to discrimination and to do anything 

less is to compromise our faith. 

Blessing Rev. Ruth 

 

 

Book Club 
Book Club meets on the last Wednesday of the month at Kinsey’s Restaurant at 5:30 pm. 
We enjoy dinner or just dessert and discuss the book we’ve read for that month. We’re 
very informal, don’t read anything too intellectual and just chat and pick the book for 
next time.  We welcome anyone who wishes to join us. Just show up. Next meeting will be 

September 27. 



2017 Portage County Fair Booth     
Thanks to all who helped set up!! 

Harvest Bazaar 
Hey everyone!  It's that time of year again....no, not back to 
school but time to think about what to make for the Church 
Bazaar!  Yes, even though you told yourself last year that 
you would be better prepared this year, you may still be 
trying to think of ideas of what to make for the Ba-
zaar.  Don't think too hard.  Do something that you love 
and we're sure everyone else will love it too!   

Items are to be turned in no later than Wednesday, No-
vember 1st to the church fellowship hall or to Lisa Gumpf, 
unless it is a fresh baked item then turn it in on the day of 
the Bazaar and Church Supper which is Saturday, Novem-
ber 4th. 

Thanks so much for help-
ing out with this project 
that has made over 
$1,200 each year!! 

 

Lisa Gumpf 

Bazaar 

FYI 

Menôs Breakfast meets the 3rd Saturday at 8:00 am 

Quilt Club meets the 2nd Monday at 10:00am 

Prayer Shawl meets quarterly in January, April and 

October on the 2nd Wednesday at 11:00 am 



Prayer Chain  

You can start the prayer chain by calling 

Kathy Elson at 330-904-3964 or Martha 

Simons at 330-947-2017. They will then 

pass the info to Carey Meissner for the 

email prayer chain. Please do not call Car-

ey directly.  

Trustees  
 
L ŀƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ  ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴΦ 
²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ŀ ǘǊŜƴŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ 
Ŧŀƛƭ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴΦ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŘǊȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ L ŀƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
 
LŦ ŀƴȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛŘŜŀ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
L ŀƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ I9[tΦ 
¸ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
aŀǊǘƘŀ .ŜǾŀǊŘ 

Pastorõs Bible Study 

Pastor’s Bible Study  begins on Thursday, September 28th  
Rev. Roth will lead a class at the Deerfield UMC at 1:00 PM 
and then again at 7:00 PM at Atwater UMC.  The same 
study will be held at both times, pick the one that best fits 

your schedule.  Our first topic will explore God’s grace.   

Outreach  
Last day for collecting school supplies for Waterloo School District is Sept. 3rd.  We have had a generous response   to this minis-

try & the donations are gratefully received each year by our school district. Thanks to all participants. 

We will then begin our annual clothing collection for our Waterloo kids grades K-5 who are in need while in 
school.  New and good, clean used items are acceptable:  Underwear,  sweat pants & shirts,  sox,  hats, 

gloves,  mittens, scarves.  This project will continue until Nov. 5th. 

Looking Ahead at Annual Events:   

Trunk or Treat will be held in October. More info will be announced later. 

Harvest Dinner & Bazaar  Nov. 4th.   

 Shared Community Ministries: 

Packing Thanksgiving boxes at Sr. Center in Randolph;  baking fruit breads for the boxes needed—due Sunday before Thanks-

giving—Nov. 19th.   

Food Shelf volunteers are welcomed anytime during the year;  see Gracie Myers for more info if interested.  Atwater,  Randolph 

& Suffield are the towns served.  Please contact Rev. Ruth for anyone in need of food. 

The Giving Tree project will again be held during Advent.  Further detailed info to come.   

The Deerfield UMC Swiss Steak Supper is Fri. Oct. 4th.  4:30- 6:30 pm.  They also have a dinner the first Fri. of every month. We 

are encouraging establishing more combined events between our two churches  



V ISION STATEMENT: “REACHING OUT TO OTHERS TO EDUCATE AND PROMOTE FAITH IN CHRIST.”  

Childrenõs Church 

Children’s church will be starting up again on September 10th. Each Sunday we will be teach-

ing a Bible story, a Bible verse along with a craft or activity to go along with the lesson. 

The teaching schedule for each month is as follows: 

1st Sunday- Linda Hollendonner & Pam Roeder. On this Sunday the children will come up at communion time.    

2nd Sunday-Martha Simons & Lisa Welch                                                                                                    

3rd Sunday-Tracy Clites & Pam Roeder                                                                                                                    

4th Sunday-Bonny Bowker & Alex Bunker If there is a 5th Sunday, Children will stay in Worship. 

Our teachers are welcome to prepare their own lesson plan and craft. I will also have packets available that will 

contain a Bible story, Bible verse, and a craft or activity along with the materials needed for that craft in case a 

teacher would want to use a lesson that is already prepared. 

Carey will post the teachers for the following week in the bulletin. 

Love, blessings and a heartfelt thanks to everyone who volunteered to help with children’s church. I appreciate all 

of you. 

Thanks and appreciation to Garry and Diane Stroll who volunteered to step in when needed 

Thank you Rev. Ruth for helping make Children’s Church possible. 

I’m really looking forward to getting the new classes up and going and getting the fun and learning started up 

again. 

I would ask for the congregations prayers for God’s glory to shine, His presence felt, and for His guidance as we 

start Children’s Church this year. 

 

                   God Bless, 

                   Pam Roeder, Children’s Church Coordinator 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

*Shawn Kelly 

 

2 

 

 

 

3 

Worship 9:25am 

 

*Alex Bunker 

4 

 

 

 

5  

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 

 

 

 

8 

*Kendrick Camp-

bell 

 

9 

 

 

 

10 

Worship 9:25am 

Rally Day 

 

11              
Quilt Club  

10:00am          

Leadership Meeting 

6:30pm 

 

12 

 

 

 

13              
UMW 7:00pm              

Nativity Meeting 

7:00pm 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

Menôs Breakfast     

8:00 am 

 

 

17         
Worship 9:25am  

Fellowship Time          

Newsletter info due  

Youth Gr. Kick 

Off 6pm @ aumc 

*Blake Hutchison 

18 

  

 

 

19       
Coburn Circle 

7:00 pm @ Mar-

tha Howardôs  

 

 

20  

 

 

 

21          

 

 

 

22 

 

 

 

23 

 

 

*Warren Herman                         

24        
Worship  9:25am 

*Nathan Lee 

25 

 

 

 

26  

 

 

 

27         
Book Club 5:30 

pm @ Kinseyôs 

 

                            

28         
Pastorôs Bible Study 

1:00pm Deerfield 

700pm Atwater 

 

29 

 

 

                           

30 

 

September 2017  


